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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved 
August  10,  1917.  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  been  authorized 
and  instructed  as  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  authoritative 
information  regarding  the  matters  authorized  to  be  investigated 
under   that   section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pursuant  to 
sections  2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  con- 
cerning seeds,  as  may  seem  necessary  or  desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at,  and  mailed  from,  Chicago. 
The  regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  usually  on  the  first  Satur- 
day after  the  fourth  of  the  month.  Persons  or  concerns  wishing 
to  receive  it  regularly  as  issued  should  send  name  and  address 
to  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  A  copy  of  the  current 
issue  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  field  office  of  the 
Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building,  Chicago, 
111.,  to  anyone  after,  but  not  before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  the  first   business   dav   following  date   of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.  BRAND,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 
W.  A.  WHEELER,  in  Charge,  Seed  Reporting  Service. 

SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The  continuance  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  with  its 
present  scope  and  equipment  after  June  30,  1919,  is  de- 
pendent upon  congressional  authorization  and  appropria- 
tions for  the  next  fiscal  year.  H.  R.  3157  now  pending 
provides  for  the  continuance  of  the  service  as  a  regular 
departmental  activity  with  a  much  reduced  appropriation 
from  that  under  which  it  has  been  operating,  which  if 
passed  will  make  necessary  the  closing  of  at  least  half  of 
the  field  offices,  and  the  curtailment  of  some  of  the  present 
activities  of  the  service. 

The  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  Act  passed  by 
the  last  Congress  provides  that  hereafter  no  periodical  shall 
be  issued  by  any  branch  of  the  government  service  unless 
same  shall  have  been  specifically  authorized  by  Congress. 
Therefore,  it  is  probable  that  the  Seed  Reporter  will  be  dis- 
continued with  the  current  issue.  Some  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  publication  after  June  30  of  some  of  the  kinds 
of  information  that  have  been  given  in  the  Seed  Reporter, 
but  it  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  say  whether  this  will  be 
done  at  all  and  if  so  what  form  it  will  take.  If  a  seed  report 
for  July  is  published  it  will  probably  be  issued  under  date 
of  July  12. 


Japanese  Millet. — Extremely  light  stocks  of  Japanese  millet  seed  are 
reported  by  the  comparatively  few  seedsmen  handling  this  variety  of 
millet.  The  demand  has  almost  exceeded  the  available  supply  at  prices 
ranging   from   $6.50  to   $7.50   per   100   pounds. 

Amber  Sorgo  or  "Cane." — Small  stocks  of  amber  sorgo,  such  as  are 
usually  carried  by  relatively  few  seedsmen  in  this  Division,  are  being 
held  at  the  present  time.  The  demand  has  been  normal.  Prices  of 
$3.50   to  $5   per   10O  pounds   are  being  asked   for  this  seed. 

Soy  Beans. — Most  of  the  seedsmen  report  smaller  stocks  on  hand"  at 
the  present  time  than  were  held  last  year  largely  because  of  the  better 
demand  this  spring.  The  ruling  prices  this  year  have  been  $1.50  to  $2.50 
per  100  pounds  lower  than  those  of  last  year.  Mammoth  Yellow  soy 
beans  have  been  selling  in  this  Division  at  about  $6.00  per  100  pounds, 
which  is  about  $1  more  than  they  have  been  bringing  in  the  Middle 
Atlantic    Division. 

Cowpeas. — The  stocks  of  cowpeas  for  planting  purposes  in  the  hands 
of  dealers  in  this  Division  are  only  about  50  per  cent  as  compared  with 
those  of  last  year.  The  demand  has  been  reported  as  fair  to  good. 
Some  dealers  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  demand  for  cowpeas  would 
have  been  much  greater  if  lower  prices  on  them  had  prevailed.  The 
market,  however,  on  the  common  varieties  is  firm  at  about  $8  per  100 
pounds. 

Buckwheat. — The  present  stocks  of  seed  buckwheat,  which  are  larger 
than  those  of  last  year,  are  thought  to  be  more  than  ample  to  take 
care  of  the  trade  this  spring.  Thus  far  the  demand  has  been  only 
about  25  per  cent  of  that  of  last  year.  Good  seed  is  being  offered  at 
$3  to  $4  per   100   pounds. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  DIVISION  MARKET  NOTES 

The  stocks  of  seeds  of  late-sown  crops  that  were  held  by  the  larger 
dealers  in  the  North  Atlantic  Division  were  reported  to  be  smaller  than 
those  of  last  year  except  in  the  case  of  golden  millet  and  buckwheat. 
The  season  has  been  backward  which  has  extended  the  selling  period 
of  grass  seeds  from  one  to  three  weeks  more  than  the  normal  period. 
Despite  this  fact  there  was  a  good  early  demand  for  most  of  the  seeds 
of  late-sown  crops  and  these  seeds  were  still  in  excellent  demand  during 
the  last  week  of  May.  Prices  on  these  seeds,  with  exceptions  as  noted 
below,  were  somewhat  higher  this  year  than  last  year.  The  quality  of 
most  of  the  seeds  appears  to  have  been  about  equal  to  that  of  last 
year.     The  summaries  of  the   reports  received   by   crops   is   as  follows: 

Alfalfa.— The  stocks  of  alfalfa  seed  in  the  hands  of  the  larger  seeds- 
men in  this -Division  probably  do  not  exceed,  on  the  average,  one-half 
of  those  held  last  year.  The  demand  this  year  has  been  uniformly  much 
better  than  last  year.  The  best  grades  are  being  sold  at  $25  per  100 
pounds. 

Sweet  Clover. — All  but  one  of  the  reports  indicated  that  the  stocks 
of  sweet  clover  seed  are  small  or  practically  exhausted.  An  unusually 
good  demand  has  been  noted  by  most  of  the  dealers  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  handling  this  kind  of  seed.  The  white  flower  variety  has  been 
selling   at   about   the   same   price   as   alfalfa   seed. 

Rape. — Those  dealers  who  usually  handle  large  quantities  of  rape  seed 
report  that  present  stocks  are  considerably  smaller  than  they  were  at 
a  corresponding  time  last  year  and  that  the  demand  at  the  present  time 
is  better  than  last  year.  Choice  seed,  equal  in  quality  to  that  of  last 
year,   is  being  offered   at   about   $9.50  per   100  pounds. 

Golden  Millet. — Most  of  the  larger  dealers  report  that  the  present 
stocks  of  golden  millet  seed  are  much  larger  than  were  being  held 
at  a  corresponding  time  last  year.  Because  of  the  unusually  good 
demand  for  this  variety  of  millet  it  is  thought  that  very  litle  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  in  closing  out  these  stocks  at  prices  about  20  per 
cent  higher  than  prevailed  last  year,  Good  grades  are  beiner  sold  at 
about  $6.50  per  100  pounds. 


EAST   CENTRAL   DIVISION   MARKET   NOTES. 

The  stocks  of  practically  all  early-sown  seeds  have  been  cleaned  up 
hi  the  East  Central  Division.  In  one  or  two  of  the  markets  in  this 
Division  considerable  timothy  seed  is  being  carried  over,  but  dealers 
state  that  the  carry-over  of  even  this  seed  throughout  the  country  is 
below  that  of  a  ten-year  average.  The  demand  for  nearly  all  kinds 
of  field  seeds  has  been  better  than  was  anticipated  and  the  sales  of 
these  seeds  have  amounted  to  more  in  dollars  and  cents  than  ever 
before. 

Alfalfa. — The  excellent  spring  demand  for  alfalfa  seed  is  about  over. 
Dealers  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  late-summer  or  fall  demand  for 
this    seed. 

Millet. — The  demand  for  millet  seed  has  been  satisfactory  and  is 
thought  will  continue  so  because  wet  weather  has  made  it  impossible 
for  many  of  the  farmers  to  finish  planting  the  acreage  they  had  set 
aside   for   crops   more   commonly   grown    in    this   Division. 

Cowpeas. — The  shortage  of  cowpeas  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  two 
months  ago  they  were  offered  freely  at  $5  per  1O0  pounds,  whereas 
at  the  present  time  they  are  bringing  about  $8.25  to  $9  per  100  pounds, 
and    it    is    almost    impossible    to    obtain    certain    varieties. 

Soy  Beans. — Soy  beans  are  being  substituted  in  place  of  cowpeas  be- 
cause  the   supply   of   them    is    more   plentiful   and    the   price    is   lower. 

IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEEDS  PERMITTED 
ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act 

Compiled  by   the  Seed   Laboratory   of  the   Bureau   of  Plant 

Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Month    of   May 

5    mos    ending   May   31, 

Kind   of  Seed. 

1919. 

1918. 

1919. 

1918. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Alfalfa     

152,700 
62,800 

186,900 
322,200 

19,600 

997,400 
800 

2,386,100 

452,500 

485,700 

1,700 

Bluegrass : 

33,800 

Clover: 

98.000 

330,500 

80,300 

700 

8,600 
5,300 

171,200 
217,700 
334,900 

3,364,000 

374,500 

835,200 

700 

25,400 
365,800 

Red     

White   

Clover   mixtures: 

White    and    Alsike 

Alsike    and    Timothy... 
Millet: 

87,700 

138,300 
531,500 

13,500 

138,300 

100 
154,700 
406,300 

800 

414,300 
133,500 
102,300 

51,300 
252,500 

Mixtures : 

5,600 

77.200 
2,200 

2,560,100 

Ryegrass  : 

33,600 

23,500 

1,071,500 

349,700 

22,300 

39,200 

117,600 

79,400 

1,700 
1,600 

Vetch: 

12,200 
62,100 
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VEGETABLE  SEED  CROP  CONDITIONS. 


CALIFORNIA. 

California  vegetable  seed  growers  report  that  the  pros- 
pects for  a  good  seed  crop  are  not  as  promising  as  they 
were  a  year  ago  at  this  time.  Some  crops  are  showing  the 
effects  of  a  continued  drouth,  though  the  February  precipi- 
tation was  excessive  in  the  Upper  Coast,  Santa  Clara,  and 
Delta  Districts.  In  San  Luis  Obispo  and  Santa  Barbara 
counties  the  seasonal  rainfall  to  date  is  from  three  to  five 
inches  below  normal  while  in  southern  California  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  from  six  to  seven  inches.  A  large  part  of  the 
vegetable  seed  acreage  in  these  areas,  however,  is  under 
irrigation  and  therefore  the  crops  are  not  entirely  dependent 
on  the  rainfall.  The  present  climatic  conditions  have  con- 
siderably checked  the  onion  mildew  which  has  been  reported 
generally  in  the  Santa  Clara  district  and  to  a  much  lesser 
extent  in  the  Delta  district.  The  aphis  has  done  consider- 
able damage  in  certain  fields  of  peas  and  radish,  while  the 
ordinary  cabbage  louse  has  appeared  in  some  fields  of 
spinach. 

Radish.  The  majority  of  radish  fields  are  in  good  condi- 
tion with  a  normal  crop  in  prospect  though  some  acreage 
was  lost  by  drouth  in  southern  California  and  some  was 
washed  out  in  the  Delta  district.  The  aphis  is  now  causing 
considerable   damage  in   some   fields. 

Onion.  Growers  believe  that  the  }rield  of  onion  seed  will 
fall  below  normal  this  year.  It  is  too  early  to  estimate 
the  damage  caused  by  mildew  in  the  Santa  Clara  district 
but  the  plants  seem  to  be  affected  throughout  the  entire 
valley  from  San  Juan  to  San  Jose.  Favorable  weather  has 
arrested  the  development  during  the  past  month  but  mildew 
makes  rapid  progress  under  favorable  conditions  and  a  few 
damp  days  without  dry  wind  may  render  the  situation 
serious.  Mildew  does  not  seem  to  be  as  general  in  the 
Delta  district  although  some  large  fields  have  been  severely 
damaged. 

Parsnip.  The  fields  are  now  in  good  condition  and  pros- 
pects are  that  a  normal  crop  will  be  harvested. 

Garden  Peas.  The  fields  which  were  planted  early  and 
escaped  being  washed  out  by  the  heavy  rains  will  produce 
a  fair  crop.  The  aphis  has  appeared  in  some  fields  that 
were  planted  later  and  considerable  damage  is  reported. 
Several  growers  state  that  their  fields  are  turning  yellow 
and  are  not  developing  evenly.  Some  estimates  place  the 
California   production   for   this   year  below   normal. 

Salsify.  Salsify  is  generally  reported  in  good  condition 
and  a  normal  yield  is  anticipated.  In  southern  California 
the  growers  were  at  the  height  of  the  picking  season  about 
June  1,  but  the  crop  will  not  be  ready  for  harvesting  in  the 
Santa   Clara  district  until  later. 

Spinach.  The  rains  caused  considerable  damage  to  the 
spinach  crop  early  in  the  season.  The  cabbage  louse  has 
appeared  in  some  fields,  and  is  found  in  the  greatest  num- 
bers on  the  staminate  plants. 

Tomato.  Practically  all  the  plants  were  set  in  the  fields 
by  June  1  under  favorable  conditions,  and  the  acreage  is 
considered  about  normal.  In  the  section  where  the  greater 
part  of  the  acreage  is  located  the  dry  spring  increased  the 
cost  of  planting.  The  growers  were  well  supplied  with 
artesian  water  and  were  compelled  to  irrigate  freely  before 
planting. 

Beet.  In  the  Delta  district,  where  the  larger  part  of  the 
beet-seed  crops  are  grown,  the  cold,  damp  weather  early  in 
the  season  and  the  lack  of  rain  since  February  have  appar- 
ently retarded  their  growth,  and  the  tops  are  not  branching 
out  so  well  as  usual.  In  case  the  plants  have  not  developed 
sufficiently  by  the  first  week  in  July,  they  will  be  subject 
to  burn,  similar  to  that  which  damaged  the  onion-seed  crop 
last  year.  However,  rapid  growth  during  June  would  put 
many    fields   beyond    the    danger   point. 

Beans.  Practically  all  of  the  California  bean-seed  crops 
were  in  the  ground  by  May  24,  but  at  the  time  this  report 
was  written  it  was  too  early  to  ascertain  what  kind  of  a 
stand  would  be  obtained.  The  deficiency  of  moisture  in  the 
bean-growing  sections  necessarily  confined  a  large  part  of 
the  acreage  to  land  that  was  under  irrigation.  Some  grow- 
ers estimate  that  the  total  acreage  will  be  considerably 
reduced  this  season  and  the  exceedingly  dry  spring  may 
also  reduce  the  yield  per  acre. 

Carrot.  Carrot  is  generally  reported  to  be  in  satisfactory 
condition  and  the  prospects  are  good  for  a  fair  crop.  While 
the  plants  show  the  effect  of  the  unfavorable  climatic  con- 
ditions, those  fields  which  were  planted  early  are  looking 
fairly  well.  However,  there  is  quite  a  marked  difference 
between  the  early  and  late-planted  fields.  The  growers  esti- 
mate a  decrease  in  acreage  from  25  to  30  per  cent  from  1918. 

Lettuce.  All  fields  of  lettuce  are  now  in  very  good  condi- 
tion but  many  fields  were  replanted.    The  dry  spring  in  the 


southern  part  of  the  State,  and  the  heavy  rainfall  and  cut- 
worms in  the  northern  part  caused  a  considerable  loss  of 
acreage  early  in  the  season. 

PRECIPITATION   AT   VARIOUS   CALIFORNIA 
STATIONS. 


Station 


May 


1919 


1918 


o  o 


Total    for    8    Months 


o  s 


u  C 

o  o 


San   Francisco 
Sacramento 

Stockton     

San    Jose    

Hollister     

San    Luis    Obispo. 


T 

0 
T 

.01 
0 

.10 
Santa   Barbara    !     1.07 


Inches 


Los  Angeles 
Santa    Ana 


.05 
.27 


Inches 


T 
.01 

0 

T 
.08 
.01 

0 
.40 
.39 


Inches 

Inches 
23.11" 

Inches 

Inches 

.81 

11.46 

21.55 

.98 

13.60 

10.1 

19.54 

.67 

12.21 

8.62 

14.29 

.68 

12.56. 

9.35 

16.33 

.54 

10.66 

9.32 

12.83 

.88 

17.27 

18.05 

20.01 

.43 

11.50 

21.60 

17.65 

.48 

7.80 

8.47 
13.83 

15.51 

NORTH  PACIFIC  DIVISION. 

Present  prospects  in  the  seed-growing  areas  of  the  Puget 
Sound  region  indicate  that  one  of  the  largest  vegetable  seed 
crops  ever  harvested  is  expected  by  many  growers. 
Unusually  favorable  weather  conditions  for  nearly  all  of 
the  growing  seed  crops  with  minimum  damages  from  insects 
and  diseases  are  generally  reported.  Seeding  has  been  com- 
pleted in  the  seed-growing  regions  east  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains  under  favorable  conditions  and  some  of  the 
crops  are  already  up. 

Cabbage.  The  cabbage  seed  crop  was  in  full  bloom  the 
latter  half  of  May  and  was  setting  pods  heavily.  The  very 
early  bloom,  which  was  exceedingly  light,  did  not  appear  to 
form  pods.  Present  crop  conditions  are  most  favorable, 
and  with  a  continuation  of  good  growing  and  maturing 
weather,   a  record  production  is  predicted. 

Turnip.  Most  of  the  turnip  fields  are  past  full  bloom  and 
have  set  pods  satisfactorily.  With  the  earlier  varieties,  the 
seed  is  well  formed  and  developing  rapidly,  indicating  a 
very  early  harvest.  The  yields  will  be  large  from  present 
indications,  as  growing  conditions  are  ideal,  though  the 
crop  suffered  considerable  damage  due  to  the  dry  weather 
experienced  in  the  fall  of  1918. 

Rutabaga.  The  dry  fall  of  1918  checked  the  proper 
development  of  the  roots,  which  resulted  in  poorer  stands 
and  decreased  the  acreage  of  rutabaga  planted  for  seed 
purposes.  Present  crop  conditions  are  very  favorable,  as 
the  rutabaga  crop  is  in  full  bloom,  and  is  setting  pods  quite 
freely. 

Beet  and  Mangel.  The  beet  and  mangel  crops  are  doing 
well  under  present  favorable  conditions.  It  is  too  early  to 
forecast  the   probable   production. 

Spinach.  The  spinach  plantings  have  germinated  well 
and  the  stands  are  quite  uniform.  Some  growers-- think,  with 
favorable  growing  weather  the  rest  of  the  season,  that  the 
total  production  will  be  about  equal  to  that  of  last  year, 
regardless  of  the  greatly  decreased  acreage. 

Kale.  The  kale  crop  is  just  beginning  to  come  into 
bloom,  and  while  the  stands  are  not  as  uniform  as  with 
other  crops,  there  is  still  a  chance  for  the  plants  to  branch 
out   and  produce   more   blossoms. 

Radish.  The  radish  crop  is  growing  satisfactorily,  some 
winter  varieties  being  in  full  bloom  at  this  time. 

Garden  Peas.  Reports  from  the  seed-pea  section  of 
southern  Idaho  dated  May  20,  state  that  seeding  is  about 
60  per  cent  completed.  In  the  earlier-seeded  districts  the 
peas  are  up  and  showing  a  good  stand.  In  the  later-seeded 
districts  seeding  is  now  well  under  way.  Extremely  dry,  hot 
weather  has  prevailed,  for  this  time  of  the  year,  but  present 
prospects  point  toward  a  normal  production. 

The  seeding  of  peas  in  eastern  Washington  is  practically 
completed,  and  late  reports  indicate  the  acreage  will  be 
less  than  that  of  the  1918  acreage.  The  first  part  of  May 
was  cold  and  retarded  the  germination  and  growth,  but 
warm  weather  the  latter  part  of  the  month  has  made  present 
growing  conditions  very  favorable.  Crop  conditions  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  existing  the  same  period  last  year. 
A  very  successful  campaign  against  ground  squirrels,  which 
was  made  in  this  section,  will  result  in  a  big  saving  of  peas. 

Practically  all  the  peas  have  been  seeded  in  the  Sound 
district  of  western  Washington,  the  delay  being  due  to  much 
rain.  The  present  growing  conditions  of  peas  in  this  region 
and  in  northwestern  Oregon  are  very  favorable,  and  stands 
are  uniform.  The  aphis,  which  nearly  destroyed  the  pea 
crop  in  Oregon  early  in  May  last  year,  has  not  appeared 
up  to  the  date  of  this  report, 
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In  the  extreme  western  part  of  Montana,  contract  grow- 
ers report  that,  although  the  ground  was  very  dry  at  plant- 
ing time  and  required  irrigation  before  plowing,  the  peas 
have  germinated  well  and  have  made  good  stands.  Crop 
conditions  are  better  than  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
While  rain  is  needed  badly,  a  large  part  of  the  plantings 
can  be  irrigated. 

Sugar  Beet.  At  this  time,  the  transplanting  of  stecklinge 
is  -almost  completed,  the  first  transplanting  making  a  very 
satisfactory  showing.  Weather  conditions  have  been  unfa- 
vorable for  the  growth  of  seed  beets  because  of  a  lack  of 
precipitation  from  April  26  to  the  latter  part  of  May,  ana 
to  continuous  cold  and  drying  winds  which  robbed  the  soil 
of  moisture  essential  for  germination  and  root  formation. 
Irrigation  water  was  not  available  until  the  middle  of  May, 
as  canals  were  being  cleaned  and  canal  structures  renovated.. 

Onion  Sets.  The  acreage  of  onion  sets  in  the  Willamette 
Valley  is  generally  conceded  to  be  a  little  less  than  last 
year.  The  growers  have  contracted  for  crops  more  freely 
than  last  year,  but  not  in  normal  quantities,  at  four  cents 
per  pound  for  colored  and  five  cents  for  white  sets,  October 
and  November  delivery.  The  crop  conditions  at  this  time 
are  excellent,  there  being  sufficient  moisture  in  the  ground 
at  this  time  to  carry  the  sets  to  better  maturity  than  last 
year,  in  the  event  that  another  dry  season  is  experienced. 
With  present  prospects,  the  production  will  exceed  that  of 
last  year.  The  sets  are  growing  nicely,  and  the  stands  are 
very  uniform. 

Onion  Seed.  It  appears  that  the  acreage  for  onion  seed 
is  about  equal  to  last  year.  Many  of  the  onion-set  growers 
produce  seed  for  their  own  plantings,  thus  making  it  difficult 
to  obtain  accurate  figures.  The  plants  are  growing  very 
nicely  and  a  normal  crop  is  anticipated. 

Vine  Seed.  Contract  growers  report  that  the  vine-seed 
acreage  will  possibly  be  about  equal  to  that  of  last  year. 
Planting  is   not  completed. 

KENTUCKY  BLUEGRASS  SEED  OUTLOOK. 

Kentucky.  The  Kentucky  bluegrass  seed-producing  sec- 
tion of  Kentucky  is  confined  more  or  less  to  Bourbon, 
Clark,  Fayette,  Montgomery,  Scott,  Madison,  Woodford, 
Jessamine,  and  a  few  other  counties  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ones  mentioned.  Though  considerable  difference  in  opinion 
prevails  as  to  the  size  of  a  normal  crop  of  this  seed  in  Ken- 
tucky, the  consensus  of  opinion  of  several  well-posted  men 
is  that  a  normal  crop  is  500,000  to  600,000  bushels  of  rough 
seed,  and  that  Bourbon  and  Clark  counties  usually  produce 
somewhat  more   than  one-half  of   the   Kentucky   crop. 

The  prospects  at  this  time  for  a  crop  of  seed  are  very 
good  as  the  weather  has  been  almost  ideal.  Some  damage 
by  the  freeze  the  first  week  of  May  was  reported  but  because 
of  the  natural  hardiness  of  the  Kentucky  bluegrass  crop  it 
is  not  thought  that  the  damage  was  of  much  consequence. 

The  acreage  of  this  crop  has  been  reduced  somewhat 
below  that  of  last  year  because  of  the  increased  acreage  of 
tobacco  and  other  crops  induced  by  the  high  prices  these 
crops  have  been  bringing  the  growers  the  last  few  years. 
The  yield  per  acre,  except  where  the  meadows  have  been 
pastured  too  closely  by  the  increased  number  of  live-stock, 
is  expected  to  exceed  that  of  last  year  when  dry,  hot 
weather  orevailed  just  at  the  time  the  seeds  were  being 
formed.  From  present  indications,  if  nothing  unfavorable 
develops  to  interfere  with  the  crop  in  sight,  this  year's 
production  should  equal  or  exceed  that  of  last  year  (about 
350,000  bushels). 

The  outcome  of  this  year's  crop,  however,  depends  upon 
the  weather  prevailing  during  the  next  two  weeks.  The 
harvesting  of  the  seed  crop  usually  commences  during  the 
first  or  second  week  of  June,  and  though  ripening  of  the 
seed  has  been  retarded  this  spring  by  rainy  weather,  it  is 
thought  that  stripping  operations  will  begin  on  June  9. 

Missouri.  From  reports  received  from  the  counties  of 
largest  production  of  Kentucky  bluegrass  seed,  it  appears 
that  an  acreage  of  at  least  85  per  cent  of  normal  will  be 
stripped  for  seed  this  season,  the  reduction  resulting  from 
increased  grazing  and  tilling  to  other  crops.  While  some 
of  the  counties  report  a  much  smaller  percentage,  they  are 
not  the  important  counties  from  a  production  standpoint. 
Climatic  conditions,  as  a  whole,  have  been  favorable,  result- 
ing in  a  good  condition  of  the  prospective  crop  and  the 
yield  should  be  at  least  up  to  normal,  some  localities  report- 
ing 200  per  cent  or  more  of  last  year.  This  condition  and 
yield,  however,  as  well  as  the  date  when  stripping  will 
begin,  is  still  dependent  upon  the  weather.  The  grass  is 
generally  good  and  full  of  well-developed  seed.  Some 
reports  are  to  the  effect  that  the  grass  in  particular  localities 
is  rather  short  and  uneven.  Should  the  weather  settle  in 
the  near  future  and  remain  fair,  it  is  possible  that  strip- 
ping will  begin  at  the  usual  time  or  possibly  a  little  earlier. 
Most  of  the  seed  houses  in  this  district  report  a  negligible 


carry-over,  consequently  there  is  considerable  interest  in 
this  year's  crop,  and  while  numerous  inquiries  are  being 
made  as  to  the  general  condition  and  outlook,  only  one 
report  of  an  offer  has  been  made  and  that  at  $1.40  per  bushel, 
f.  o.  b.  shipping  point.  This  price,  however,  may  or  may 
not  be  indicative  of  the  price  at  which  the  crop  will  move. 
Some  parties  express  the  belief  that,  because  of  the  delay 
in  other  farm  work  caused  by  the  weather,  the  farmers  will 
be  very  busy  on  other  work  at  the  time  this  seed  is  ready 
for  harvest  and  this,  together  with  the  shortage  and  high 
price  of  labor,  will  probably  tend  to  keep  the  price  at  a 
rather  high  level. 

Iowa.  Only  a  few  reports  have  been  received  from  Iowa 
and  they  anticipate  a  generally  short  acreage  to  be  har- 
vested, because  the  acreage  has  been  devoted  to  pasturage 
and  other  crops.  Aside  from  the  short  acreage,  conditions 
are  about  normal.  As  the  weather  this  spring  has  been 
favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  grass  and  the  development 
of  the  seed,  it  is  thought  that  the  yield  will  be  normal. 
With  clear  weather  from  now  on,  stripping  should  begin 
shortly  after  June   10. 


ANNOUNCEMENT    OF    SEED    SURVEYS 
FOR  JUNE  30,  1919 

Under  date  of  June  30,  1919,  it  is  .  planned  to  conduct  two  surveys, 
one  entitled  "General  Seed  Survey  of  Stocks,  Receipts,  Etc.,"  and 
another  entitled  "Vegetable  Seed  Acreage  Survey."  The  former  is  the 
regular  seed  survey  of  June  30,  giving  inventory  of  that  date.  The 
latter   is  a   special   survey   of  vegetable   seed   acreage. 

GENERAL  SEED  SURVEY  OF  STOCKS,  RECEIPTS,  ETC. 

The  schedule  in  the  seed  survey  of  stocks,  receipts,  etc.,  of  June  30, 
1919,  is   in   four  sections  and   includes  among  other   things   the  following: 

Section    1.     General    Statements. 

Section   2.     Vegetable   Seeds. 

(a)  Stocks  on  hand  on  June  30,  1919,  and  on  the  same  date  a  year 
ago.  As  this  is  the  usual  date  for  taking  an  annual  inventory,  and  is 
the  date  when  the  quantity  of  seeds  in  the  hands  of  seedsmen  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  at  its  lowest  point,  figures  given  under  this  date  in  most 
cases  will  represent  the  carry-over.  The  figures  given  must  include  all 
amounts  held  or  stored  by  the  one  reporting  in  his  own  warehouse  or 
other   warehouses   not   owned    or   operated   by   other   seedsmen. 

(b)  Total  receipts  for  the  twelve-month  period  ending  June  30,  1919, 
and  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Figures  given  under  total  receipts 
must  include  all  stocks  whether  owned  by  the  one  reporting  or  not, 
whether  received  by  him  at  his  own  or  other  private  warehouses,  or 
public  warehouses,  except  those  of  other  seedsmen,  and  must  also 
include   stocks   grown   by   him. 

(c)  Exports  which  include  all  quantities  exported  and  those  sold  for 
export   to   anyone   who   is  not   a   seedsman   in   the   United    States. 

Section  3.  Field  Seeds  of  Those  Kinds  Used  Primarily  for  Planting 
Purposes. 

The  information  to  be  obtained  in  this  section  is  the  same  in  char- 
acter as  for  Section  2.  The  field  crops  covered  in  this  section  are  the 
leading  forage  crop  seeds  such  as  clovers,  grasses,   millets,  etc. 

Section  4.  Field  Seeds  of  Those  Kinds  Commonly  Used  for  Food, 
Feed,    or    Manufacturing    Purposes. 

This  section  includes  seed  grains,  beans,  peas,  potatoes,  cotton  seed, 
etc. 

(a)  Stock  on  hand  suitable  for  planting  purposes  June  30,  1919,  and 
for  the  same  date  a  year  ago.  This  is  intended  to  include  only  those 
stocks  suitable  for  planting  purposes,  and  not  stocks  held  for  other 
purposes. 

(b)  Quantity  sold  for  planting  purposes,  and  for  other  than  plant- 
ing purposes,  for  the  twelve-month  period  ending  June  30,  1919,  and 
for    the    same    period   a    year   ago. 

Those  who  are  required  to  report  in  the  seed  survey  of  stocks,  re- 
ceipts, etc.,  are  the  following:  All  wholesale  and  mail-order  seed  deal- 
ers; all  retail  seed  dealers  whose  main  business  is  handling  seeds;  all 
other  seed  dealers,  commercial  seed  growers,  and  seed  brokers  whose 
stocks  on  hand  at  any  time  between  June  30,  1918,  and  June  30,  1919, 
amounted  to  500  pounds  of  vegetable  seeds,  or  5,000  pounds  of  field 
seeds  of  the  kinds  included  in  Section  2  of  the  schedule;  and  all  com- 
mercial   growers    of    vegetable    seeds. 

VEGETABLE  SEED  ACREAGE  SURVEY 

The  schedule  to  be  used  in  the  vegetable  seed  acreage  survey  is  in 
one  section  which  will  give  by  counties  or  groups  of  connected  coun- 
ties, information  concerning  number  of  acres  planted  for  harvest  in 
1919  and  the  condition  of  crop  on  June  30,  1919  as  compared  with 
normal. 

Those  who  are  required  to  report  in  the  vegetable  seed  acreage 
survey  include  all  commercial  seed  growers  and  also  all  seed  farmers 
who  grow  vegetable  seeds  without  previous  arrangement  or  understand- 
ing as   to   sale   or  disposition  of   the   seed   produced  by  them. 

In  both  surveys,  schedules  will  be  mailed  to  those  dealers  and  grow- 
ers who  are  on  the  mailing  lists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  but 
it  is  recognized  that  the  schedules  will  not  reach  everyone  who  should 
report  on  one  or  the  other,  or  both,  of  the  surveys.  In  some  cases 
the  names  of  those  who  should  report  may  not  be  included  in  the 
mailing  lists  of  the  Department,  or  a  seedsman  may  be  sent  only  one 
kind  of  schedule  when  both  should  have  been  sent;  in  other  cases  it 
may  be  that  the  schedules  will  fail  to  reach  the  proper  person  after 
mailing.  In  order  to  make  it  easier  for  all  those  who  are  required  to 
report  in  either  or  both  surveys  to  obtain  schedules,  a  supply  of  them 
will  be  placed  in  three  of  the  field  offices  of  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service,  where  thev  may  be  obtained  on  request,  either  by  those  who 
fail  to  receive  copies  of  the  schedule  or  who  need  additional  copies 
on  which  to  report  for  branch  establishments.  These  schedules  may 
be  obtained  after  June  15  by  addressing  any  one  of  the  following  offices 
of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service :  Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  59  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  Illinois; 
302  Postal  Building,  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  and  607  Balboa  Building, 
San  Francisco,  California.  Duplicate  copies  of  the  schedule  are  fur- 
nished, so  that  one  copy  may  be  filled  out  and  returned  as  directed 
and  the  other  copy  filled  out  and  retained  for  future  reference  by  the 
person    reporting. 

Schedules  will  be  mailed  on  or  about  June  14  and  should  be  returned 
as  soon  as  possible  after  June  30,  1919  and  not  later  than  July  10,  1919, 
as  this  time  has  been  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for 
this  purpose.  Everyone  who  is  required  to  report,  and  who  has  not 
received  prior  to  June  30,  copies  of  the  schedules  of  each  survey  upon 
which  he  is  required  to  report  should  take  steps  at  that  time  to  obtain 
copies  of  such  schedules  from  the  nearest  office  of  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service. 
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TENTATIVE    SEED    PRODUCTION    AND 
CONSUMPTION   MAPS. 

In  the  last  four  issues  of  the  Seed  Reporter,  tentative  seed  produc- 
tion and  consumption  maps  have  been  published  for  red  clover;  alsike 
clover,  sweet  clover,  crimson  clover,  white  clover,  alfalfa,  timothy, 
golden  millet,  common  millet,  Siberian  millet,  Japanese  millet,  amber 
sorgo,  orange  sorgo,  and  Sudan  grass.  In  this  issue  are  included 
six  more  maps:  Redtop,  Kentucky  bluegrass,  orchard  grass,  Canada 
field  peas,  cowpeas,  and  soy  beans.  These  latter  maps,  like  those 
which  already  have  been  published,  are  only  tentative.  It  is  thought 
that  some  confusion  arose  in  the  minds  of  a  number  of  the  corres- 
pondents relative  to  the  use  of  the  terms  "Canada  field  peas"  and 
"cowpeas."  In  some  counties  where  it  was  known  positively  that  no 
Canada  field  peas  are  grown,  two  or  more  reports  indicated  that  they 
are  grown,  whereas  in  reality  cowpeas  were  meant  and  vice  versa.  Ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  check  the  information  received  but  obviously  it 
has   been   impossible   to   do   this   in   all   doubtful   cases. 

As  has  already  been  stated  in  previous  issues,  the  production  and 
consumption  maps  are  not  meant  to  show  surplus,  sufficiency,  or  de- 
ficiency of  seed  for  any  given  year,  but  are  meant  to  represent  in 
graphic  form  the  most  important  areas  of  production  and  consumption 
of   each   of   the    crops    in    a   normal   year. 


MARKETING  INFORMATION  FROM  GROWERS  OF 
FIELD  SEEDS. 

An  inquiry  has  been  made  among  growers  of  various  kinds  of  seed  to 
determine,  among  other  things,  what  percentage  of  the  growers  test 
for  purity  and  germination  the  seed  they  offer  for  sale  and  what  per- 
centage of  them  endeavor  to  clean  their  seed  before  selling  it.  Infor- 
mation was  also  obtained  to  indicate  how  and  where  they  dispose  of 
their   seed. 

Approximately  2,400  .reports  have  been  used  in  compiling  the  accom- 
panying table,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  gives  fairly  accurate  data  rela- 
tive  to    the    lines    of    seed    marketing   covered. 

It  would  seem  from  the  data  which  are  available  that  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  growers  who  submitted  reports  either  test  their  own  seed 
or  have  it  tested  before  offering  it  for  sale.  It  should  be  mentioned, 
perhaps,  that  the  larger  percentage  of  the  growers  reporting  represented 
persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  specializing  somewhat  in  the  produc- 
tion of  seed,  though  even  with  them  seed  production  may  be  of  second- 
ary   importance    as    compared    with    other    farm    operations. 

About  75  per  cent  of  the  growers  reported  that  they  clean  their  seed 
before  selling  it.  Doubtless  much  of  the  seed  that  is  reported  as  cleaned 
by  growers  is  only  partially  cleaned  and  requires  recleaning  by  seeds- 
men   and    others    before    offering    it    for    sale. 

Approximately  40  per  cent  of  the  growers  stated  that  they  market 
their  seed  direct  to  their  neighbors  and  nearly  25  per  cent  of  them  sell 
their  seed  to  local  buyers  for  shipment  to  other  points.  A  very  small 
percentage  of  the  field  seeds  sold  by  growers  is  contracted  for  in  ad- 
vance with  seedsmen  and  their  agents.  In  some  localities  this  is  done 
to  quite  an  extent  during  certain  years  when  the  early  demand  is  more 
or  less  abnormal.  Approximately  one-third  of  the  growers  report  that 
they  dispose  of  their  seed  either  to  distant  seedsmen  or  traveling  buyers, 
or   else   through    farm-paper   advertising. 

Table   Showing  for  Each   Class  of  Field  Seeds  the  Percentage  of   Growers 
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NORTH   CENTRAL   DIVISION   MARKET   NOTES. 

_  The  movement  of  seeds  of  late-sown  crops  in  the  North  Central  Divi- 
sion has  been  somewhat  retarded  by  the  backwardness  of  the  sea- 
son-, which  is  from  two  to  three  weeks  late  in  most  sections  of  this 
Division.  Many  dealers  report  the  demand  for  most  commodities  as 
being  less  than  a  year  ago  while  some  dealers  in  the  Dakotas  and 
Montana  say  that-  they  have  done  practically  twice  the  business  durins? 
May  that  they  did  in  the  same  month  a  year  ago.  The  demand 
throughout  the  season  has  been  such  that  the  limited  stocks  of  prac- 
tically all  of  the  early-sown  crops  except  timothy  have  been  nearly 
exhausted.  Seedsmen's  reports  vary  considerably  as  to  the  quantity 
of  seed  of  late-sown  crops  that  is  likely  to  be  carried  over.  Some  state 
that  their  stocks  are  good  but  that  they  expect  them  to  be  fairlv  well 
consumed   before  this   season's   demand   is   over,   whereas   a   few   seedsmen 

expect  to  have  a  surplus  of  corn  and  possibly  also  of  flax,  millet,  and 


buckwheat.      Summaries    of    reports    received    are    given    below    by    crops. 

Alfalfa  and  Sweet  Clover. — The  demand  for  alfalfa  and  sweet  clover 
seed  has  apparently  been  stimulated  considerably  by  the  shortage  and 
high  prices  of  red  and  alsike  clover.  The  stocks  of  alfalfa  and  sweet 
clover  seed  are  reported  by  many  dealers  as  being  low,  and  a  few 
dealers  have  been  unable  to  fill  their  orders  during  the  past  week  or 
two.  Best-grade  common  alfalfa  is  being  sold  at  $"25  to  $28  per  100 
pounds;    white   flower   sweet   clover  at   $25   to   $26.50'  per   1O0   pounds. 

Millets  and  Sorghums. — The  demand  for  millet,  cane,  and  Sudan  grass 
seed  is  active  in  some  outlying  sections  of  this  Division,  but  Minne- 
apolis seedsmen  state  that  their  business  in  these  seeds  is  just  beginning, 
but  that  they  anticipate  a  good  demand.  The  stocks  are  not  large, 
but  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  trade  that  is  expected, 
though  recent  quotations  from  jobbers  in  the  Southwest  indicate  that 
the  supply   there   is  becoming  short. 

Seed  Corn. — The  demand  for  seed  corn  has  been  good  and  stocks 
are  reported  above  normal  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity.  The 
varieties  ordinarily  sold  in  this  geographical  division  are  quoted  at 
$3.25  to  $4  per  bushel. 

Seed  Flax. — The  demand  for  flax  is  reported  very  good  by  most 
seedsmen,  because  some  of  the  acreage  intended  for  wheat  has  been 
or  will  be  sown  to  flax  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  spring.  Good- 
giade  seed  flax  is  being  quoted  at   $4.60  to  $5'  per  bushel. 

Seed  Buckwheat. — An  active  demand  for  seed  buckwheat  is  not  antici- 
pated because  the  returns  from  last  year's  crop  were  unsatisfactory. 
Buckwheat  suitable  for  planting  is  being  offered  at  $3.25  to  $3.75  per 
100  pounds. 

NATIONAL    INSTITUTE    OF    AGRICULTURAL 
BOTANY 

Established  in   England. 

Those  concerned  with  the  development  of  the  seed  in- 
dustry of  the  United  States  and  in  the  dissemination  of  im- 
proved strains  of  field  and  garden  crops  will  be  interested 
in  the  announcement  of  the  establishment  in  England  of 
the  "National  Institute  of  Agricultural  Botany."  The  initia- 
tive in  this  matter  was  taken  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Weaver, 
Commercial  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  "and  Fish- 
eries, who,  during  the  war  emergency,  has  been  controller 
of  supplies  and  in  charge  of  seed  control  matters.  A  pam- 
phlet outlining  the  needs,  functions  and  plans  of  organiza- 
tion and  operation  of,  the  proposed  institute  was  issued  in 
November,  1918.  The  organization  was  formally  perfected 
on  January  13,  1919,  and  the  founders  have  proceeded  with- 
out delay  to  obtain  and  equip  buildings  and  lands  to  carry 
out  the  purpose  of  the  institute. 

In  a  memorandum  from  Mr.  Weaver,  published  in  the 
pamphlet  heretofore  mentioned,  the  functions  of  the  pro- 
posed institute  are  stated  as  follows: 

"One  of  the  main  functions  of  the  new  Institute  will  be  to  receive  from 
the  Plant  Breeding  Institute  the  stocks  of  seed  of  new  varieties  which 
the  Directors  regard  as  sufficiently  tested.  It  will  grow  those  on  to  a 
commercial  scale  both  on  its  own  farms  and  by  contract  with  other 
farmers.  It  will  subject  them  to  further  observation  and  then  put 
them  on-  the   market. 

"In  doing  this  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  good  working  rela- 
tions with  the  existing  Seed  Trade,  and  the  promoters  of  the  scheme 
regard  this  as  a  fundamental  condition  of  success.  The  seedsmen  of 
this  country  have  done  such  yeoman  service  in  the  improvement  of 
plant  stocks  generally  that  it  is  felt  to  be  as  unjust  as  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  set  up  under  official  or  semi-official  control  an  organization 
which  would  compete  with  them.  The  aim  is  rather  to  secure  their 
co-operation  by  establishing  the  national  character  of  the  proposed 
Institute.  To  further  this  end  of  co-operation  with  the  Seed  Trade, 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (the  Right  Hon.  R.  E.  Pro- 
thero,  M.P.),  announced  in  his  speech  at  Kelvedon  on  June  28th,  1918, 
that  the  Board  will  remove  to  the  new  Institute  the  Official  Seed  Testing 
Station  which  was  established  at  the  Food  Production  Department  in 
November,  1917,  as  in  any  case  it  would  need  to  be  placed  upon  a 
permanent  footing  at  the  close  of  the  war.  It  is  also  proposed  that  a 
large  measure  of  the  provisions  of  Seed  Control  now  administered 
directly  by  Government  Departments  shajl  be  delegated  in  the  future 
to  the  Institute,  so  that  the  Seed  Trade'  will  have  a  definite  voice  in 
this   work. 

"In  addition  to  disseminating  the  new  varieties  provided  by  the  Plant 
Breeding  Institute,  it  will  be  one  of  the  functions  of  the  new  Institute 
to  maintain  by  trials  pure  stocks  of  the  main  varieties  of  cereals  and 
other  plants  generally  grown  in  the  country,  and,  by  occasionally  "true- 
lining"  and  re-selecting  these  stocks,  to  provide  for  Seed  Merchants, 
and  through  them  to  Farmers,  a  nucleus  of  seed  of  undoubted  purity 
and  high  quality.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  Institute's  operations 
in  respect  of  any  one  stock,  say,  a  new  wheat  or  a  new  clover,  will 
cease  as  soon  as  it  has  been  grown  to  a  point  which  establishes  it  as 
a  variety  of  proved  value,  and  ensures  its  wide  distribution.  There- 
after the  Institute  will  do  no  more  than  certify  the  purity  of  stocks  in 
the  hands  of  farmers  and  seedsmen  if  asked  to  do  so,  and  will  proceed 
with    the   next   urgent    problem. 

"There  are  sundry  other  points  requiring  investigation  and  control 
in  connection  with  the  Seed  Industry,  such  as  the  registration  of  new 
varieties,  and  control  of  the  present  orgy  of  synonyms,  which  will  also 
be  taken  up  by  the  new  Institute.  It  will  thus  be  charged  with  enquiry 
and  advice  to  the  Trade  on  all  matters  bearing  on^  their  prime  task 
of  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  quality  and  purity  in  the  seed  supply 
by    British    merchants    both    to    home    and    foreign    buyers. 

"At  no  stage  of  its  work  will  the  Institute  compete  with,  the  Trade 
by  growing  and  selling  a  new  variety  after  it  has  fully  reached  its 
commercial  stage,  until  such  t;me  as  its  re-selection  may  become  neces- 
sary. The  Council  of  the  Institute  Con  which  the  Trade  will  be  fully 
represented)  will  as  soon  as  possible  draw  up  a  programme  of  opera- 
tions which   will  show  its  good  faith   in  this  important   particular." 

The  official  seed  testing  station  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  purity  and  germination  tests  required 
by  the  new  "Testing  of  Seeds  Order"  will  be  affiliated  with 
the  Institute,  but  will  be  financed  from  the  funds  of  trie 
Board  of  Agriculture. 

The  Institute  is  being  supported  heartily  by  seedsmen  in 
the  way  of  substantial  subscriptions.  Approximately  100,000 
pounds  sterling  :($500,000)  have  been  subscribed  for  its 
equipment  and  maintenance. 
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ORCHARD  GRASS  SEED  OUTLOOK. 

The  principal  orchard  grass  seed-producing  section  in  the 
United  States  is  confined  to  an  area  within  a  radius  of  75 
miles  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  embracing  the  following 
counties:  Oldham,  Shelby,  Henry,  Woodford,  Franklin,  and 
Jefferson  counties,  in  Kentucky;  and  Clark,  Jefferson,  and 
Switzerland  counties,  in  Indiana.  Other  orchard  grass  seed- 
producing  sections  in  the  East  Central  Division  are  located 
in  Warren  and  Barren  counties,  Kentucky,  and  in  Clinton, 
Highland  and  nearby  counties,   Ohio. 

The  acreage  of  orchard  grass  that  will  be  cut  for  seed 
this  year  probably  will  not  exceed  90  per  cent  of  that  cut 
last  year  because  of  the  increased  acreage  of  tobacco,  corn, 
wheat,  and  other  crops,  and  the  increased  number  of  live- 
stock, which  has  resulted  in  closer  pasturing  and  the  setting 
aside  of  a  larger  acreage  for  hay  than  usual. 

Despite  the  fact  that  almost  ideal  weather  has  prevailed 
for  the  growth  of  hay,  the  yield  of  seed  per  acre  is  expected 
to  be  somewhat  less  than  that  of  last  year  because  of  the 
three  days  of  very  cold  weather  in  the  first  week  of  May, 
accompanied  by  a  severe  freeze  which  formed  ice.  The 
early  heads,  which  as  a  rule  are  the  largest  and  contain 
most  seed,  were  injured  by  this  freeze.  In  some  cases  only 
portions  of  the  head  were  destroyed,  while  in  other  cases 
the  stem  below  the  head  turned  black  and  the  head  dropped 
off.  The  fields  that  seemed  to  be  affected  most  were  those 
which  were  not  pastured  because  they  bloomed  earlier  than 
the  ones  that  had  been  pastured. 

The  orchard  grass  seed  harvest,  which  usually  starts 
about  the  middle  of  June,  may  be  delayed  a  week  or  more 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  rained  21  days  during  the  first  24 
days  of  May.  Growers  usually  begin  to  market  their  crop 
the  first  week  of  July  but  it  is  thought  by  the  majority  of 
those  interviewed  that  the  crop  will  not  move  as  early  this 
year  as  usual  on  account  of  the  backwardness  of  this  year's 
crop  and  the  expressed  inclination  on  the  part  of  growers 
to  hold  their  seed  for  higher  prices  later  on,  believing  that 
stocks  of  orchard  grass  seed  in  dealers'  hands  are  exceed- 
ingly small. 


NORTH   PACIFIC  DIVISION  MARKET  NOTES 

From  a  monetary  standpoint,  the  spring  business  in  field  seeds  in 
the  North  Pacific  Division  has  exceeded  that  of  a  normal  year  but  is 
generally  conceded  to  have  been  less  than  normal  in  number  of  pounds 
of  seed  handled.  A  brisk  consumer  demand  created  by  excellent  seeding 
conditions  the  latter  part  of  March  and  continuing  through  the  first 
part  of  May,  together  with  a  present  limited  demand,  has  practically 
exhausted  the  stocks  of  clover  and  alfalfa  seed,  which  were  generally 
lighter  than  normal  or  1918  stocks.  As  a  result  of  depleted  stocks,, 
dealers  who  are  accustomed  to  purchase  their  stocks  of  field  seeds 
locally  will  be  dependent  upon  the  new-crop  seed  for  next  season's 
supplies.  The  seed-producing  districts  of  this  Division  report  that  pres- 
ent prospects  are  favorable  for  a  large  1919  crop  of  red  and  alsike  clover, 
alfalfa,  and  timothy  seed.  The  proportion  of  these  crops,  however,  that 
will  be  saved  for  seed  will  depend  upon  weather  conditions  during  the 
growing  and  maturing  season,  as  well  as  upon  hay  prices.  The  demand 
for  timothy  seed  and  Canada  field  peas  fell  far  short  of  that  which  was 
anticipated  by  dealers  but  it  is  not  thought  that  the  carry-over  of  either 
will  be  exceedingly  large.  The  stocks  of  seed  corn  are  reported  as 
ample  and  of  good   germination   and   a  fairly   good  demand   now   prevails. 

The  present  demand  for  field  seeds  is  concerned  chiefly  with  the 
forage  kinds.  This  demand  is  reported  as  being  heavier  than  last  year 
because  many  meadows  have  been  plowed  under  for  wheat  production. 
In  districts  of  adaptation,  _  Sudan  grass.  Dwarf  Essex  rape,  and  millets 
are   in    good   demand    and   in   ample   supply. 


MISSOURI  VALLEY  MARKET  NOTES. 

A  good  trade  and  a  reduction  in  stocks  to  a  minimum  of  seeds  of 
early-sown  crops  are  reported  by  seedsmen  in  the  Missouri  Valley. 
Ivo  violent  fluctuations  in  prices  have  occurred,  though  there  has  been 
a  steady  increase  in  price  of  most  kinds  of  seeds  since  the  opening 
of  the   season. 

Alfalfa. — The  spring  demand  for  alfalfa  seed  in  the  Missouri  Valley 
is  about  over  and  the  large  business  that  has  been  transacted,  together 
with  the  smaller  stocks  that  were  carried  throughout  the  season,  has 
resulted  in  considerably  smaller  quantities  on  hand  than  is  usual  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  In  fact,  there  will  be  hardly  enough  seed  carried 
over   to   take   care   of   the   early   fall  demand. 

Sweet  Clover. — The  demand  for  sweet  clover  seed  is  practically  over 
and  the  stocks  on  hand  are  on  the  v/hole  smaller  than  they  usually  are 
at   this   time  of  the   year. 

Millets  and  Sorgo  or  "Cane". — The  demand  for  millet  and  sorgo  seed 
was  somewhat  backward  but  during  the  past  month  or  six  weeks  has 
been  brisk  and  is  continuing  so.  At  the  present  time  stocks,  particu- 
larly of  golden  millet  and  orange  sorgo,  are  smaller  than  usual  but  it 
is   thought   that   they   will   be   sufficient   to   take   care    of   the   late   trade. 

Sudan  Grass. — The  demand  for  Sudan  grass  seed  is  still  large.  Stocks 
of  this  seed  have  been  much  depleted  but  may  be  sufficient  to  take  care 
of  the  sowing  requirements  this  spring  as  it  is  thought  that  the  active 
demand    is   over. 

Kafir  and  Milo. — The  demand  for  kafir  for  planting  purposes  is 
larger  than  usual  and  good  quality  seed  is  said  to  be  a  little  scarce.  This 
condition  has  been  reflected  in  the  prices,  which  have  advanced  over 
those  prevailing  a  month  ago.  Milo  stocks  are  not  large  but  because 
of  the  light  demand  it  is  thought  that  the  quantity  available  will  be 
sufficient    to    take   care    of  the    requirements. 

Cowpeas  and  Soy  Beans. — The  stocks  of  cowpeas  are  very  low.  The 
relatively  high  prices  and  the  poor  quality  of  the  seed  caused  dealers 
to  carry  smaller  stocks  than  usual  throughout  the  season.  Those 
dealers  in  the  Missouri  Valley  wrho  handle  soy  beans  in  any  quantity 
have  fairly  large  stocks  on  hand,  which  are  being  used  to  take  care 
of  the  local  shipments  that  are  being  made  at  this  time. 


SEED  DEALERS'  RECEIPTS  OF  LEADING  FORAGE- 
CROP  SEEDS 

The  accompanying  table  gives  seed  dealers'  receipts,  by  Divisions,  of 
leading  forage-crop  seeds,  including  grasses,  clovers,  alfalfa,  vetches, 
millets,  sorgos,  and  rape  seed,  compiled  from  figures  furnished  by  seed 
dealers  reporting  in  the  general  seed  surveys.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
total  value  of  the  receipts  of  these  seeds  is  nearly  $100,000,000.  In 
addition  to  the  forage-crop  seeds  included  here,  seed  dealers  handle  large 
quantities  of  seeds  of  other  crops,  such  as  soy  beans,  cowpeas,  grain 
sorghums,  potatoes,  peanuts,  cotton  seed,  and  seed  grains,  the  total 
value  of  which  may  be  published  at  a  later  date  when  the  figures  avail- 
able are  more  nearly  complete. 

Seed  Dealers'  Recipts,  by  Gographical  Division,  of  Leading  Forage- 
Crop  Seeds,  including  Grasses,  Clovers,  Alfalfa,  Vetches,  Millets,  Sorgos, 
and  Rape  Seed,  Compiled  from  Figures  Furnished  by  Seed  Dealers 
Reporting   in   General    Seed    Surveys. 


Division 

Quantity  in  pounds 

Value  in  dollars* 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

55,994,902 
24,821,450 
15,104,975 

209,294,000 
85.494,000 

143,770,000 
45,827,500 
14,359,050 
22,663,250 
11,292.700 

76,693,950 
30,509,395 
13,703,490 

266,694,700 
99,428,000 

163,120,600 

39,640,300 

15,617,930 

20,641,600 

9,370,800 

$10,188,760 

4,161,013 

1,903,701 

36,533,347 

14,388,516 

17,536,597 

3,849,007 

1,646,965 

4,686.223 

1,837,904 

$  7,770,520 

Middle  Atlantic   

3,472,989 
1,192,652 

27,686,881 

9,578.025 

12,861,233 

1,867,707 

Rockv  Mountain    

1,445,587 
2,741,659 

1,231,841 

U.  S.  Total. 


. .    628,621,827     735,420,765  $96,732,033     $69,849,088 


*Value  based  on  general  prevailing  wholesale  market  prices  in  January 
of  each   vear. 


WHOLESALE  AND   RETAIL   FIELD   SEED    SELLING   PRICES,   MAY  28,   1919. 

(All    prices,    except    where    noted,    dollars    per    100    pounds.) 

In  the  table  below  are  given  the  average  wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  field  seeds  for  each  of  the  divisions,  as 
indicated.  The  same  detailed  explanations  accompanying  the  table  published  in  the  April  5  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter 
will    apply    to    this   table. 


KIND    OF    SEED. 


Sweet   clover 

Alfalfa     

Canada   field   peas. 

Cowpeas   

Soy   beans 


Navy  beans 

Spring  vetch  . . 
Winter  vetch.  . . 
Golden  millet  .  . 
Common    millet 

Siberian    millet 
Japanese    millet 
Amber  sorgo  .  . , 
Orange     sorgo 
Kafir   


Sudan   grass    . 

Rape    

Seed   potatoes 


Seed    corn 

Seed  buckwheat 
Seed  flax   


North   and  Middle    I 
Atlantic    Divisions. 


Southeastern 
Division. 


East    Central 
Division. 


West    Central 
Division. 


Wholesale. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$25.50 

24.65 

5.50 

7.60 

5.50 

10.35 
8.40 

23.90 
6.65 


6.70 
4.95 


9.50 
2.75 


Per   bu. 


$3.20 
2.20 


Retail, 

Per  100 

lbs. 


Wholesale, 

Per  100 

lbs. 


Retail. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$30.80  I !  $35.85 

29.20  I  26.25 

7.70  .... 

8.35  I 6.55 

7.90  ,       $6.00  6.25 


13.05 

12.30 

24.05 

7.55 


8.90 
6.80 


16.30 
3.60 


Per  bu. 


.00 


21.50 
8.00 
7.50 


4.50 
4.50 


Per    bu. 


$3.95 
2.65 


$3.25 


5.40 
5.30 


15.35 
3.45 


Per    bu. 


$3.30 
3.15 


Wholesale. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$24.50 

25.15 

5.85 

7.65 

5.80 

8.00 


6.30 
4.00 

5.10 
6.20 
4.20 
4.20 
3.30 

17.35 
10.00 


Retail. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$28.35 

26.60 

7.00 

7.75 

7.50 

11.35 


Wholesale 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$24.50 

23.15 

7.50 

8.90 

8.35 


7.65 
6.75 

7.30 
7.55 
6.35 
6.25 
4.80 

20.00 
14.95 


Per    bu. 


$2.85 
2.60 


Per   bu 


$3.35 
2.65 


5./0 
3.90 


5.50 
3.15 
3.90 
3.70 

23.25 
9.95 


Retail, 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$29.40 

24.30 

10.00 

8.90 

9.90 


6.15 
4.50 


5.85 
5.20 
5.60 
4.65 

24.35 

13.75 


Per  bu. 


$2.25 
4.25 


North    Central 
Division. 


Wholesale, 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$25.25 

26.25 

5.90 


7.85 
8.60 


5.65 
4.00 

4.85 
5.75 
4.00 


4.25 

19.65 

10.15 


Retail. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


North    Pacific 
Division. 


$30.25 

29.50 

7.15 


9.50 
9.35 


7.15 
5.50 

6.35 
7.25 
6.00 


Per  bu. 


$2.65 
5.00 


Per  bu. 


$3.50 
1.75 
4.50 


5.75 

23.85 
14.15 


Per    bu. 


$4.25 
2.25 
4.85 


Wholesale. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$28.15 

28.00 

6.35 


10.60 
10.25 


7.00 
7.25 


9.15 


20.00 
11.00 


Per  bu. 


$4.15 


Retail. 

Per  100 

lbs. 


$30.00 

29.00 

7.35 


11.35 
11.25 


10.35 
9.60 


10.50 


25.00 
18.35 


Per  bu. 


$6.00 


,- .„.  rin    sn    imm^HiQ^  v 


